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CITY OF LITHONIA
STATE OF GEORGIA

ORDINANCE NO. Z0-19-02-04

AN ORDINANCE BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LITHONIA,
GEORGIA TO AMEND CHAPTER 21 (CITY OF LITHONIA SIGN ORDINANCE) TO
INCREASE THE SIZE OF PROJECTING SIGNS; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO
PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; TO REPEAL
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Lithonia, Georgia (“City™)
are the Mayor and Council thereof; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, upon review of the provisions of the Sign Ordinance
have determined it necessary to revise said provisions to allow larger projecting signage in the
Core and Downtown Districts; and

WHEREAS, the revisions to these regulations will protect the public health, safety and
general welfare of the City of Lithonia and all its citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF LITHONIA, GEORGIA, and by the authority thereof:

Section 1. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Lithonia, Georgia, is hereby amended by
revising Chapter 21 (Sign Ordinance), Article 3 (General Rules), Section 10 (Sign standards by
zoning district) to read as follows:

(c) CD (Form-Based Core) and DT (Form-Based Downtown). The following signs shall be
permitted in these zoning districts and the following regulations shall apply:

(1) Permitted signs.

(A)  Any sign required by law.
(B)  Suspended signs.

(C)  Projecting signs. Provided that signs have 20 ft. separation and only 1 sign
per building.
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(D)  Wall signs.

(E) Sandwich board signs.

(F)  Window signs. Additionally, one internal neon sign less than six square
feet in signable area lot shall be allowed per lot, or, if a lot with multiple tenants,
per tenant.

(G)  Awning signs.

(H)  Flag signs, which shall be placed in front of the primary facade.

(I Street number signs.

() Incidental signs.

(K)  Directional signs.

(L) Warning signs.

(M)  Temporary signs.

(2) Additional regulations.
(A)  Signs may be internally illuminated or externally illuminated.
(B)  Each lot shall be limited to a maximum of two total signs from the following
categories per primary fagade: projectingsigns, wall signs, window signs, awning
signs, and suspended signs. Each lot shall be limited to a maximum of one sign
from the same enumerated sign types per secondary fagade. However, if a lot has
multiple tenants, then an additional sign from the same enumerated sign types shall
be allowed per tenant primary fagade and per tenant secondary fagade so long as
these additionally allowed signs are placed on the tenant’s property.
(C)  All signs on lots zoned CD or DT shall be set back a minimum of six feet
from electrical transmission lines. On the front and sides of buildings, as deemed
by the Lithonia zoning ordinance form-based code, there shall be no setback with
respect to right of way lines. On the rear of buildings, signs shall be set back at
least five feet from right of way lines.
(D)  The aggregate signable area for any lot within this district shall not exceed
100 square feet.
(3) Signs in these zoning districts shall adhere to the information in this chart:
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Maximum ' T
signable area _
(secondary 6 n/a 3 3 3 12
fagade) (sq.
ft.)
1 per 1 per
primary primary
fagade, 1 facade, 1
Maximum REr 1 per per
secondary ; secondary
number of primary 2 4 2
. facade, fagade, and,
signs perlot | _ '/ 0 facade £
applicable, applicable,
1 per 1 per
tenant tenant*

*Subject to the limitations set forth in (c)(2)(B). Additionally, projecting sign may
extend a maximum of five (3) feet from the building fuce in the Core and Downtown
Districts.

(d) EG (Form-Based Edge), C-1 (Local Commercial), NS (Neighborhood Shopping), OCR
(Office Commercial Residential), O-1 (Office Institutional). The following signs shall be permitted
in these zoning districts and the following regulations shall apply:
(4) Permitted signs.
(A)  Any sign required by law.
(B)  Suspended signs.
(C)  Changeable copy signs.
(D)  Monument signs.
(E)  Projecting signs.
(F) Wall signs.
(G)  Temporary signs.
(H)  Window signs. Additionally, one internal neon sign less than six square
feet in signable area lot shall be allowed per lot, or, if a lot with multiple tenants,
per tenant.
(I Awning signs.
(J) Flag signs.
(K)  Incidental signs.
(L) Directional signs.
(M)  Entrance signs.
(N) Warning signs.
(5) Additional regulations.
(A)  Signs may be internally or externally illuminated.
(B)  Each lot shall be limited to a maximum of two total signs from the following
categories per primary fagade: projecting signs, wall signs, window signs, awning
signs, and suspended signs. Each lot shall be limited to a maximum of one sign
from the same enumerated sign types per secondary facade. However, if a lot has
multiple tenants, then an additional sign from the same enumerated sign types shall



89 be allowed per tenant primary fagade and per tenant secondary fagade so long as
90 these additionally allowed signs are placed on the tenant’s property.
91 (C)  All signs on lots zoned EG, C-1, NS, OCR, and O-I shall be set back a
g
92 minimum of six feet from the right of way and electrical transmission lines.
2 (D)  The aggregate signable area for any lot within this district shall not exceed
94 150 square feet, regardless of the construction, placement or type of sign or signs
95 (6) Signs in these zoning districts shall adhere to the information in this chart:
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97  *subject to the limitations set forth in (d)(2)(B).
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99
100 Section 2. (a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all
101 sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their
102 enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional.
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(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest
extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance. It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the
greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance
is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance.

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance
shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable
by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of
the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall, to the
greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any
of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance and that, to
the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and
sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and
effect,

Section 4. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly
repealed.

Section 5. Penalties in effect for violations of the Code of Ordinances, City of Lithonia,
Georgia at the time of the effective date of this Ordinance shall be and are hereby made applicable
to this Ordinance and shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 6. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption unless
otherwise specified herein.

ORDAINED this | 3 day of Maxrcn 2019,




ATTEST:

%&M%&“

Ro n Blount, Interim C\ty—(flerk

APPROVED BY:

CITY OF LITHONIA, GEORGIA

SNANWE

De‘Qorah A /J ackson Mayor
\
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